Resolving a Square Dance Set Using Ocean Waves 

Calvin Campbell 


I feel every caller should know some plan for how to 
resolve a square when they are lost. In 2015, 
CALLERLAB published a document named "Sight & 
Molular Resolution Systems." It described over 204- 
ways to do the task. I submitted one approach that 
was published in that document. (Pg 92) 

Since then, I have designed two more approaches. I 
have used these versions more than the version in 
"Sight & Molular Resolution." 

OPTION A 

Step 1 -- Create Parallel Right Hand Ocean Waves 
with Men on the Ends of the Wave 


Step 2 -- Put the Men in-Sequence 


In any Arrangement of a Right Hand 
Ocean Wave, with the men on the 
ends of the wave, and where the 
Men are in-sequence, and the #1 
man is facing out, the #4 Man should 
be in the same Ocean Wave with the 

#1 man. See the graphic to the right. 
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In any Arrangement, like the one to 
the right, and the Men are in¬ 
sequence, and the #1 Man is facing 
in, he should be facing the back of 

the #4 Man in the opposite wave. 

The #1 man is following the #4 Man. 
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If the arrangement does not look right, have the Men 

Trade. 


Step 3 - Put the Ladies in¬ 
sequence . 

In any Arrangement of a Right Hand 
Ocean Wave with the Ladies in the 
centers of the wave, where the 
Ladies are in-sequence, and the #1 
Lady is looking in, #1 Lady should be 
hand of the #4 Ladv. The #4 Ladv is 

following the #1 Ladv. 
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If the #1 Lady is looking out, she 
should not be holding the hand of 

the #4 Ladv 

If the arrangement does not look 
right, have the Ladies Trade. 
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Step 4 - Circulate the Men and/or the Ladies to 
reach an FASR where the set is resolved. That 
requires 0-3 Circulates of either the Men or the Ladies 
or a combination of both. 

Circulates will quickly show if the men and women are 
in-sequence. If the men are on the ends of the wave, 
the #1 Man should be following the #4 Man clockwise 
around the circle. If the Ladies are in the middle of the 
wave, the #4 Lady should be following the #1 Lady 
counterclockwise around the Circle. 



The graphic above shows just one example of many 
possible Arrangements. This may seem daunting. 
However, there are only three possible combinations 
of the dancers in each wave. 

Graphic (A) shows the FASR of a Corner Box. The 
wave has one couple paired and one couple not 
paired. 

Graphics (B) shows no couples paired . It would take 
at least one more Circulate to create an FASR that 
would be useful for a resolution. 

Graphic (C) shows one couple paired and one couple 
not paired 

Graphic (C) can be resolved to a Corner Box with a 

Pass to the Center... Centers Pass Thru ... 

The FASR in graphic (D) can be resolved to a Partner 
Line. The same FASR can be a Getout by Swinging 
the Lady and Promenading. 

I was't happy with resolving the set to only a Corner 
Box or a Partner Line. I wanted more versatility. So, I 
created Option B starting on the next page. 





































OPTION B 

I have used this procedure for resolving squares for 
many years. Since I usually use Modules, I don't have 
to use it much. I have used the basic FA many times 
in building Modules. 

Step 1 - Create Parallel Right Hand Ocean Waves 
with the Men in the middle. 


Step 2 - Put the Men in-Sequence 


If the #1 man is looking in, the #4 
Man should be in the same Ocean 
wave with him. The #1 Man should 
be holding the #4 Man's left hand . 

The #2 Man should be across the 
set in the other Ocean Wave. The 
#4 Man is following the #1 Man 
counterclockwise around their circle. 

If the #1 Man is facing out, he should 
not be holding left hands with the #4 

Man . The #4 man is behind him in 
the other wave. 

If the arrangement does not look 
right, have the Men Trade. 
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Step 3 - Put the Ladies in¬ 
sequence 

If #1 Lady is facing in. she should be 
facing the back of the #4 Lady in the 

opposite wave . The #1 Lady is 
following following the #4 Lady 
clockwise around their circle. 
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If the #1 Lady is facing out, the #4 
Lady should be in the same Wave 
with her. 
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If the arrangement does look right, ^ @ 

have the Ladies Trade. 


Step 4 - Circulate the Men or the 
Ladies until #1 Man holds hands 
with #1 Lady. That is 0-3 
Circulates of either the Men or the 
Ladies or a combination of both. 
The set is now resolved. 
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If the Men are in the middle of the 
wave, the #4 Man should be following the #1 man 
counterclockwise around their circle. If the Ladies are 
on the ends of the wave, the #1 Lady should be 
following the #4 Lady clockwise around their circle. 


At this point, there are numerous options. Here are 
sample Getouts back to a Static Square. 

Right & Left Grand 


Swing Partner... Promenade Home 


Men Run ... Promenade the 
Wrong Way Home (See Graphic) 

Men Run ... Bend the Line (PL)... 

In Circulating the Men or the 
Ladies, it's highly possible that a 
Corner Box (CB) will be created. 
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General Comments 

I'm very visually oriented. At each step, I just have to 
look at the location of two dancers. The two noted 
Ladies or the two noted Men. I've provided clues as to 
what should be seen. Pick the option that works best 
for you or invent you own. My favorite is who is 
following who. 

I've found that it's very easy to create normal Ocean 
Waves from almost any normal Formation. About 50% 
of the time, either the Men or the Ladies are already 
in-sequence. That saves a step. 

I can use the system no matter how the set is rotated. 
I'm following the #1 Men and #1 Lady most of the time. 
The rotation of the waves are no problem. I'm 
concentrating on the small inner circle and the larger 
outer circle and what direction each circle is moving. 

When I was sight calling frequently, the graphics I've 
shown became images in my head that I compared 
with what I saw on the dance floor. 

If I needed more time, I used Ocean Wave Zeros to 
figure out who is following who. Circulate one gender 
then Circulate the other, then Circulate both. 

If a callers association wants a good topic for a 
workshop try this. Have one caller create either of the 
two Ocean Wave FAs I've described. Have the 
second caller get the square back to a resolved set. 
Any kind of a resolved set. It will teach each caller a 
lot. The same exercise can be done with checkers or 
a computer program. 



















